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Why Do We Gather?

The author of Hebrews says,”Let us hold tightly without wavering to 
the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 
24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 
good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as 
some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that 
the day of his return is drawing near. 1.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)

It was an imperative to the early church to gather together often so 
that they could encourage one another as well as motivate one 
another towards love and good works. This was done so that they 
could hold tightly to the hope they affirmed. We believe this is one 
of the ways God has called us to be a family. We gather together 
to be reminded of Christ’s death and resurrection on our behalf so 
that we could become sons and daughters of God! This is also the 
fuel for participating in Gods mission to restore all things back to 
himself! We come together as a family to be reminded that we 
have been made missionaries by the grace of God! We encourage 
one another through singing, praying together, taking communion 
and hearing the word of God proclaimed. This can look different in 
other contexts and at times will even look different for us. We want 
to gather in a way that is understandable and hospitable to those 
who may be unfamiliar with Gods family while never confusing the 
purpose of why we gather: 

The good and true news that Jesus has defeated sin, death, and 
evil through his own life, death, and resurrection and is 
redeeming all creation, including us. 
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Why Do We Sing?

As a new church made of a mixture of new believers, those who 
have grown up in the church, and those who are exploring the 
faith, we want to think through and clearly articulate why we do 
what we do because we don’t want to assume that we are all on 
the same page. So why do we sing when we gather? Jesus said 
the greatest commandments were to love God and to love your 
neighbor. Central to the mission of our gathering is the idea that 
we come to give not to get. We come to serve one another, and to 
express our repentance and praise to God as a family. We gather 
as family to glorify God because of the good news of the gospel. 
We gather as family to edify the church because of the good news 
of the gospel. So we sing when we gather for the same reason we 
do anything as Christians. We sing to glorify God and edify the 
church. To edify just means to build each other up by encouraging, 
teaching, repenting and rejoicing together.
This means when we sing we have the opportunity to:

• Encourage one another as we share in the goodness of the Gospel.
• Teach one another the truth of the Gospel.
• Repent together as the truth of the Gospel exposes our need for the 

Gospel.
• Rejoice in the truth of the Gospel - God has conquered sin and death, 

and given us life and purpose in His Son.

This is why we sing, because the Gospel really is good news, and 
it motivates us to love God and love another. We sing because it is 
a way to praise God, preach the Gospel, and encourage one 
another. We sing because God has given us song as a way to 
experience His grace as family. We sing because the Gospel 
compels us to love God and to love our neighbor.
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What We Sing
The Gospel

The Bible is a single, amazing, true story in which God is the 
author and the hero. In Jesus, he powerfully rescues us and sets 
us free from sin and death for his glory and our joy. The gospel is 
called the “good news” and it is particularly good news about our 
sin problem. In a nutshell, we can sum it up this way:

The gospel is the good and true news that Jesus has defeated 
sin, death, and evil through his own life, death, and resurrection 
and is redeeming all creation, including us. 

Why does creation (which includes you and me) need redeeming? 
Because of sin.

Sin is living for my fame and glory instead of God’s. Sin is living life 
my way, for me, instead of living life, God’s way, for God. We have 
all sinned and really need the gospel—we desperately need Jesus 
to rescue us from the penalty and effects of sin, which the Bible 
teaches is ultimate and eternal separation from God. When we 
repent (change our mind about who is really God in our lives) and 
by faith we believe that Jesus’ life, death and resurrection has 
secured our rescue and restored us to a right relationship with 
God the Father, then this good news is true for us!
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What is Liturgy?

Liturgy is the structure of a church’s worship gathering. Contrary to 
popular belief, liturgy is not just something your grandmother’s 
church uses. Every church who gathers corporately uses liturgy 
whether they mean to or not. Liturgy does not mean robes or 
organs (although it could), it is simply the order and form we use 
when we gather. 

Bryan Chappell, author of Christ-Centered Worship, says about 
liturgy, “Structures tell stories...We tell the gospel by the way we 
worship.” 

If this is true, and we believe it is, then there should be a high 
priority on telling the right story. The way we gather communicates 
what we believe. If we believe that we gather around the gospel, 
then what we want to communicate is the gospel. The gospel is 
God’s story of redemption through the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. So every week our focus will be to communicate this gospel 
through liturgy. There are many ways to go about doing this, but
the most common is through telling the gospel story: Creation, Fall, 
Redemption, and New Creation.
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Our Liturgy
The Gospel Story

We understand that every person is living in light of a fundamental 
story (worldview). We have been rescued from the me-centered 
story, and awakened to the true and better story of God. God has 
been unfolding his story since before time began. By grace, we 
are part of this story and need to understand it and see how our 
lives are driven by it. Therefore, we regularly remind ourselves of 
the story by interacting with God’s word. We look for ways and 
times to tell the story often. We also take time to listen to others’ 
stories and help them find their lives within God’s story. (Genesis 
1:1-2; John 1:1; Psalm 1; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Creation
In creation, God created a world to reflect his truth, beauty, and 
goodness. He created humanity in his own image to rule over and 
fill creation with his glorious image (Gen 1:26-28), to create 
community and culture. The songs we sing should be consistent 
with what we have seen about God through his creation. 

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse.”(Romans 1)

Fall
Unfortunately, Adam & Eve rejected this divine purpose in order to 
seek their own glory, distorting the image of God. Humanity 
multiplied a marred, self-centered image (Gen 3; Rom 1). As a 
result, the community and culture that followed is in glorious ruin, 
beautiful and broken. Everything in its beauty testifies to a good 
and powerful Creator (Rom1).Yet, everything in its brokenness is in 
need of redemption (Rom 8). Before expelling Adam & Eve from 
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the Garden of Eden, God mercifully promised to send a Redeemer 
to rescue humanity (Gen 3:15).

“God looks down from heaven on the children of man to see if there are any 
who understand, who seek after God. They have all fallen away; together 
they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even 
one.”(Psalm 53:2-3 ESV)

Redemption
After humanity’s failure, God called out a new people to spread his 
glorious image—Israel. However, like Adam, Israel also rebelled 
against God, seeking her own glory. Before expelling Israel from 
their land, God mercifully promised to send one, faithful Jew who 
would restore humanity— Jesus Christ. He would prove to be the 
better Adam, Abraham, Moses, and David—the ultimate human, 
father, rescuer, and king.

“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us 
the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”-(2 Corinthians 
5:18-21 ESV)

New Creation
Jesus’ first coming initiated a redemption that is yet to be 
completed.Throughout the New Testament we encounter the 
promise of a renewed humanity and creation.This renewal is 
already- not-fully.We are redeemed people (Eph 1:7) but wait for 
the final day of redemption (Eph 4:30). We are renewed but long 
for the renewal of all creation (Rom 8:18-25). Our discipleship is 
characterized by hope in Jesus who redeems and will rule over a 
renewed creation. God has called us to presently join him 
renewing all things (Rev 21:5), community and culture, to be a 
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foretaste of our promised future—a new humanity in a renewed 
heavens and earth!

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.”-(Revelation 21:1-4 ESV)

Not every worship set will tell the full story of the gospel. Some 
sets will emphasize a piece of the story, but our hope is that the 
entirety of our gathering will encompass creation, fall, redemption, 
new creation. This means that planning liturgy is much more than 
just choosing a few songs you like.  

Redeemer Music 



Roles and Expectations

Music Leader
The music leaders primary task is to prayerfully consider how to 
best communicate the gospel story. 

How can the reading of scripture, prayers, as well as the sermon 
and songs communicate the truth of the gospel in a way that helps 

people see the whole Story? 

Weekly Responsibilities:
Monday: Schedule your band for the week and send out invites on 
PlanningCenter.

Tuesday: Call the preacher to get an idea of where the sermon is 
heading. Your job is to help him frame the entire story through all 
the elements of the gathering.
 
Wednesday: Communicate the set list and flow of the weekly 
gathering using Planning Center to all those involved in the 
execution of the gathering. This includes musicians, preachers, 
those giving announcements, as well as those doing slides or 
running sound.

Sunday: Arrive early to the Gathering for setup & lead through 
rehearsal. Lead the band in prayer.
 
Expectations for Music Leaders:
*Practice (Psalm 33:3)
*Live a life of Worship (Romans 12)
*Characteristics of Deacon Evident/Aspiring Deacon (1 Timothy 3:11)
*Committed to a Missional Community
*Growing in a DNA Group
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Musicians
The musicians role is to support the music leader in creatively 
telling the Story. This means that you must practice as well as be 
consistent. Being on time and being prepared is crucial to your 
participation.

Weekly Responsibilities
Monday: Check Planning Center and Confirm your participation in 
the Sunday Gathering.

Wednesday: Check for final set-list update and contact Music 
Leader with any questions/concerns you may have. By now you 
should begin practicing the songs so that you are prepared and 
ready for our Gathering.

Sunday: Arrive early for setup and help make sure that all music 
gear is set up and ready for rehearsal by 2:30. Make sure you have 
printed out all music ahead of time.

 
Expectations for Musician:
*Practice(Psalm 33:3)
*Live a Life of Worship(Romans 12)
*Committed to a Missional Community
*Growing in a DNA Group
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Sound and Slides
The main role of those who run Sound/Slides is to assist in 
executing the Sunday Gathering well. This is done through being 
aware and prepared as well as maintaining focus during rehearsals 
as well as the Sunday Gathering. 

Weekly Responsibilities
Wednesday: Check Planning Center to know the set list/song order 
and spend some time making sure you will best know how to 
perform your role in a helpful God honoring way.
Sunday: Arrive early to help setup your particular area and make 
sure through rehearsal that you are ready/prepared to complete 
your job.

Expectations for Sound/Slides:
*Live a Life of Worship(Romans 12)
*Committed to a Missional Community
*Growing in a DNA Group
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