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THE GOSPEL 
The Gospel is the good and true story that Jesus has defeated sin, death, and satan 
through his life, death, and resurrection.  

What comes to mind when you think of the word Gospel? For many people the Gospel 
is only about my personal salvation. It’s a set of facts I believe to get me out of hell. 
Believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins, pray a prayer, and your saved! While 
personal salvation is part of the Gospel message, when we rip salvation out of the 
context of the Gospel story we distort and pervert its meaning. 

When you turn on a movie or walk into a situation during the middle of it, what 
questions do we typically ask? What is going on here? How did this happen? We begin 
to try and put together a cohesive story that makes sense of what we are seeing. Think 
about when you meet someone new. How do you get to know that person? By sharing 
and exchanging smaller stories that eventually begin to form a larger story helping you 
understand who that person is. Human beings are story formed creatures. We were 
made to understand the world through story. 

When we reduce the Gospel to a set of facts to believe we run the danger of simply 
adding those nice little facts into the real story we are living in. Lets take a minute and 
look at this on the board (drawing of disciple man). What parts of our life are left un-
affected if we reduce the Gospel to a set of facts that only have implications for what 
happens when we die? What are some examples of how minimizing the Gospel has 
negatively impacted the church here in America? 

So how can we begin to have a larger understanding of the Gospel? We start by 
defining the Gospel as the good and true story that Jesus has defeated sin, death, and 
satan through his life, death, and resurrection. 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
The word “gospel” means “good news.” It is a message to be proclaimed or heralded.  
We find this word used in the New Testament to describe the content of the Apostles’ 
preaching, or what they proclaimed (kerygma). There are consistent elements in the 
gospel proclamation. Not only do we see this in Acts and consistently through the 
epistles, but these same elements appear in the Gospels themselves. In fact, if we want 
to define the full gospel message, we should turn to the Gospels — Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
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and John. The Gospels are named such for good reason. The Gospels give us the good 
news story about Jesus. Dr. Michael Goheen says:  

The good news was initially spread by word of mouth after Jesus was raised from 
the dead and the Spirit had come to his followers at Pentecost. Many stories about 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus were told and passed along as those 
followers attempted to bring good news to their neighbors and those they met in 
their travels. Soon many of these stories were written down and began to be 
collected into more complete narratives of Jesus’s life. At least four authors took 
up this challenge, writing the books we call Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We call 
these volumes “Gospels” because their primary purpose is to tell the good news 
about Jesus: in him, God’s new day has dawned at last. 

THE GOSPEL IS PART OF A LARGER STORY  
In the Gospel accounts each writer begins the message about Jesus in connection with 
the larger story of God. Mark begins with John the Baptist, Matthew with Abraham, Luke 
with Adam, and John before the creation of the world. So if we are to understand rightly 
the gospel message, we must go back to the beginning of God’s story. 

CREATION > REBELLION > PROMISE > REDEMPTION > CHURCH > RESTORATION 

CREATION - In the beginning was the word. Jesus was God and was with 
God. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. All that we see 
God created, and it was good. God also created man in his image and placed 
him in the garden. God entrusted the cultivation and care for his creation to 
man. They were to fill the earth with the glory of God. God ruled the earth 
through his subjects.  
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REBELLION - God freely gave Adam and Eve access to eat and to 
enjoy everything in the garden, except that they could not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Then the serpent came 
along and began to feed them lies, and they chose to believe the lie of 
the serpent over the word of God. In Genesis 3-11, we see the 
devastating effects of the fall of man. We see brother murder brother, 
rampant evil, and people constantly rebelling against God. Ultimately 
we see people worship God’s creation, and rather than steward the 
creation to spread God’s glory throughout the earth, they attempt 
instead to spread their own glory. 

PROMISE - Yet even from the first moment that Adam and Eve sinned, 
God has set about on a rescue mission to restore the world and set 
things right. God chose to make a covenant with Abraham and 
promised him that through Abraham’s offspring God would bless all 
nations. Throughout the Old Testament, we see God working His 
rescue mission through the people of Israel. But the story of Israel 
ends incomplete.  Israel’s disobedience and inability to live up to their 
calling seem to threaten God’s promise to bless all nations, to set 
everything right. How would God set things right again? Goheen is 
again helpful in seeing how the Old Testament Scriptures set the 
backdrop for the gospel message:  

“We cannot grasp the meaning of the story of Jesus until we begin to see that it is 
in fact the climactic episode of the great story of the bible, the chronicle of God’s 
work in human history. When his good creation was fouled by human rebellion, 
God immediately set out on a salvage mission. He had created it, and it thus 
belonged to him by right. Now he would redeem it, buy it back for himself, so that 
it might be restored to what he had always intended it to be. The old testament 
tells of God’s moving among the people of Israel to make progress toward this 
goal, of his first acts of redemption and restoration, and of his repeated promises 
that one day he will complete for the whole of creation what he has begun within 
this one small nation. In God’s purpose, at last the very heavens and earth 
themselves are to be renewed and restored. In Jesus Christ, that renewal and 
restoration is revealed in its final shape as the kingdom of God.” 

 

THE GOOD NEWS STORY OF JESUS
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 REDEMPTION - As prophesied by the scriptures… 

•Born - Jesus was born according to the Scriptures. He lived as a 
human being and grew through childhood into manhood. 

•Baptized - Jesus identified himself with Israel by taking up the task 
that they had failed and was affirmed to be the son of God as witnessed 
by his disciples. 

•Perfectly obedient - He was tempted and yet perfect in every way. He always 
responded with trust in and submission to the Father by the power of the 
Spirit. 

• Worked miracles among us - Jesus worked miracles among us displaying a preview of 
the coming kingdom of God. He showed us a window into life in the kingdom. 

• Cast out demons – power over satan and his forces 

• Healed the blind and the lame - power to heal and restore health 

• Turned water into wine and Calmed the raging sea - power over nature and the 
elements of the earth 

• Raised dead people back to life - power over death itself 

• Was betrayed, abandoned, tried and found innocent, and yet sentenced to death. 

• Spit upon, mocked, and nailed to a Roman cross (on his cross read “King of the 
Jews”) 

• When he was dead, they took him down and buried him in a rich man's tomb. 

• He raised to life on the 3rd day. 

• On the 3rd day, his disciples came to visit the tomb and found it empty. 

• Shortly after, he appeared to them in a new, resurrected body. 

• He spent time with them for 40 days, teaching them about the kingdom of God 
and how all the Scriptures pointed and testified to Him. 

• He ascended to heaven. 

• After teaching and commissioning his disciples to go and take this message to all 
nations, making disciples and teaching them to obey, Jesus ascended to heaven 
and sat at the right hand of the Father, having defeated death, now ruling supreme 
over all powers. 
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THE CHURCH - Jesus then sends the Holy Spirit to extend the rule and 
reign of God upon the earth, to dwell within his disciples empowering 
them to live together as the body Christ. They shared The church was 
now empowered to carry the message about Jesus to all nations, 
baptizing those who believe, and teaching them to obey all Christ had 
commanded. 

RESTORATION - Jesus promised to return to judge the living and the 
dead and make all things new. The kingdom of God had arrived but was 
not yet fully consummated. The time we now live in is an overlap of the 
two ages. The kingdom is here by the Spirit, but not fully. God has 
granted this time for men and women everywhere to turn away from 
worshipping idols and submit to Jesus Christ as Lord. Anyone who 
believes this message is given the right to be a son or daughter of God, 
joining the new people God is creating because of what Jesus has done. 
Those who reject the message will be rejected by God upon his coming. 

GOSPEL SUMMARY 
God’s good creation was ruined by sin. We as human beings stood with our first parents 
and continued to sin like them, living in rebellion to God’s rule – people, society, and 
culture in bondage to sin. But God so loved the world that he gave his Son to redeem it. 
He would not abandon his creation but work powerfully to redeem all things in Christ. 
Personally, socially, and culturally, creation would be redeemed. God’s rule would once 
again come upon the earth. For a broken, hurting, addicted, suffering, and dying world, 
this is good news. The gospel has massive implications for the whole creation while also 
being deeply personal for needy people like you and me. 
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RESPONDING TO THE GOSPEL 
The gospel calls us to live in God’s story, and it demands our response. Jesus isn’t 
homeless and begging for you to invite him into your heart. He isn’t needy and in 
weakness, begging people to accept him. He is alive, risen, and seated with all authority. 
He is the reigning King of kings, and in his mercy He has given time for men and women 
of all nations to turn from their old life to find new life in him. The reigning King has 
made a way for sinful men and women to be forgiven and adopted into God’s family.  

So what is the proper response to the Gospel?  

1. Repent - Repent means to have a change of mind and 
direction. As we hear the true and good news story of 
Jesus, it calls us to Turn away from living in the self-
centered story to embrace Jesus as Savior and Lord.  

2. Be baptized - Baptism is an outward sign of this inward 
change. This is the first step of obedience when we put 
our faith in Jesus as a sign that we are now immersed in 
God and his purposes in the world. By being baptized you 
are identifying with Jesus and his church.  

3. Be discipled - Trusting in Jesus means learning a new 
way of life lived in light of God’s story. The next step after 
baptism is a life-long commitment to learning how to obey 
and follow Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit, in all of 
life. This happens in the context of the local church. 

SLOW DOWN TO REFLECT AND CONSIDER  
How does seeing the full Gospel story challenge or enlarge your previous view of the 
Gospel? 
 
What aspects of the Gospel story were new to you or stuck out to you as we went 
through the full message? 
 
Have you put your faith in the good news of Jesus? How is the Spirit leading you to 
respond to the Gospel today? 


